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Sub-national issues need to take centre stage to develop national accountability

The 2022 edition Wole Soyinka Annual Media Lecture will explore the
prospects of a vibrant democracy without independent media playing the
watchdog role at the sub-national levels of governance. We hope this lecture
will encourage conversations and actions where more media organisations
increase their focus on sub-national governance and take advantage of their
proximity to better educate citizens on civic issues to encourage active
participation. It is especially urgent as we build-up to the forthcoming
elections, where 30 of 36 states in Nigeria hold their gubernatorial elections
and, importantly, the governance that should follow before another election
fever hits.

Without pre-empting today's discourse, the gap in the independent reportage of state and local
government levels has its effects on accountability and transparency at sub-national levels.
Perhaps the challenge to media coverage at sub-national levels of governance is the proximity of
sub-national media to the government, which can increase the risk of investigative reporting.
Instances of intimidation and attacks by some of our partners who are here today have been
reported.

To enable more media organisations to join the reportage of sub-national issues whilst also
encouraging collaborative journalism, the Wole Soyinka Centre for Investigative Journalism
(WSCI3J), initiated the Collaborative Media Engagement for Development, Inclusivity and
Accountability (CMEDIA) project earlier in the year. The three-year multi-level intervention for
media independence and government accountability initiative supported by the MacArthur
Foundation, has partnered with 26 media organisations across Nigeria to investigate and shed
more light on states and local government and the private sector even as it amplifies marginalised
voices.

We thank you for joining this lecture which also marks our grand patron, Professor Wole Soyinka's
88th birthday. | hope you support this mutual cause for a better media, a better society.

Motunrayo Alaka
Executive Director/CEO, WSCI]
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About the Lecture

The Wole Soyinka Media Lecture Series is an annual programme of the Wole Soyinka
Centre for Investigative Journalism (WSCIJ) aimed at examining varying topical issues
that have a reverberating effect on the perceived performance of the media on the

health of Nigeria’s democracy and the country at large.

Held first on 27 March 2008, WSCIJ has since 2009 held the lecture on 13 July, to
commemorate the birthday of Africa’s first Nobel Laureate in Literature and Grand Patron
of the WSCIJ, Professor Wole Soyinka.

Past lectures have explored several issues of public interest, including electoral reform,
media challenges, local governance, national security, the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA), corruption, oil revenue, tax regime, basic education, electricity, conflicts and
peace-building.

Our distinguished speakers and panellists have come from different walks of life—
scholars, public servants, diplomats, political analysts, tax professionals, and heads of
government parastatals.

19C, ke Asogwa Close, off Bush Street, behind Maryland Mall,
Maryland, Ikeja, Lagos, Nigeria.

®+234 (0) 908 251 5179 @ wscij@wscij.org

@ WWW.Wscij.org ﬂo WSoyinkaCentre

Investigative reporting is the vital force for the restoration of human dignity. — Wole Soyinka



